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CORAL BAY, REHABILITATION  
23. Ms S.E. Walker to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage 
Why has the Minister not issued directions, in the last nine months, to - 

(a) rehabilitate an outstanding tourist and environmental icon and remove commercial and 
recreational fishing boats from Coral Bay to protect Ningaloo Reef; 

(b) remove all moorings from Coral Bay to protect Ningaloo Reef; 

(c) ascertain whether fertiliser is being used on the lawns that front Coral Bay and in the caravan 
parks and resort; 

(d) facilitate an immediate physical CALM presence on the beachside of Bills Bay, Coral Bay as 
an educational facility; and 

(e) remove all tourist signage from the beachside of Coral Bay and erect clean and simple 
educational signage for visitors to the area and thus commence rehabilitation of this 
outstanding tourist and environmental icon? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 

(a) There is no need to remove commercial and recreational fishing vessels from southern Bills 
Bay at this time. A draft boating strategy has been prepared by the Department of 
Conservation and Land Management to address the issues associated with both commercial 
and recreational fishing vessels in the Coral Bay area. A Mooring Control Area has been 
declared over the entire Maud Sanctuary Zone as the first step in controlling boat access and 
mooring in the bay. The Conservation and Land Management Regulations 2002 provide 
mechanisms for stricter controls over the anchoring and access of vessels in marine parks. The 
boating strategy provides appropriate environmental, safety and commercial solutions for all 
commercial users of the Bay. 

(b) There is no justification to remove all moorings from southern Bills Bay. Several steps have 
been taken towards removal of private moorings from Coral Bay. However, until such time as 
an alternative boating facility is available, commercial vessels will need to have continued 
access to Bills Bay. The Coral Bay Boating Strategy outlines a series of steps that will be taken 
to address the mooring issues in Coral Bay. These include restricting the number of moorings 
and reducing the level of damage caused to coral by moorings. 

(c) Monitoring data have shown that coral has been regenerating at normal rates in southern Bills 
Bay since the 1989 coral spawn kill. Coral monitoring has occurred in 1989, 1994 and 2000 by 
the Department of Conservation and Land Management. The Australian Institute of Marine 
Science has also monitored coral regrowth in southern Bills Bay twice between 1989 
and 2002. This monitoring has indicated that there is no evidence of impacts occurring from 
nutrient enrichment. 

(d) One full time and one seasonal Department of Conservation and Land Management Ranger 
spend large portions of their time controlling vessel launching and movement in Coral Bay. A 
temporary mobile information facility is located on the foreshore allowing the Rangers to 
provide public contact and information dissemination. 

(e) The majority of the tourist signage falls within the lands managed by the Shire of Carnarvon. 
Facilities and signage on the foreshore reserve vested in the Conservation Commission of WA 
and managed by the Department of Conservation and Land Management have been 
rationalised and the interpretive shelter located on the reserve will be upgraded. 

 


